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December 2018 
 From the Pastor 
                                                                                                                           

   “And our eyes at last shall see Him” 
 

Years ago I sat alone in the back of a Roman Catholic church in New York City staring at 

the enormous iconic mural of Jesus behind the altar, waiting for the 8:00 am weekday 

Mass to begin. I was sitting in this unfamiliar sanctuary, trying to finish a course at Union 

Theological Seminary. It was a course that required site visits to houses of worship in the 

city along with written field notes describing what we had seen and experienced.  After 

visiting close to a dozen churches, “Been there, done that” was all that passed through 

my mind that cold, windy, late November morning.  Somewhat jaded, I mumbled to 

myself “What could be different today, in this place?” God certainly has big ears. 

 

Almost immediately a construction worker, a stereotype come-to-life, complete with 

flannel shirt, work boots, sweatshirt, dungarees and a yellow hard hat sat down to the 

right in the pew in front of me. He knelt down head bowed and pulled a string of white, 

rosary beads out of a pocket. Holding them in his hands, he began to gently caress these 

delicate, almost translucent beads with his fingers….rosary one could assume belonged 

to a young girl or woman. As he prayed, these fragile beads held in his rough, dirt-stained 

hands silently slipped through his fingers. But it was the look on his face that held my 

attention. His face transformed from sadness and worry into one of peace. This man so 

comfortable with his faith – unafraid of spiritual intimacy – opened himself to expressing 

and receiving come what may through the Spirit. I watched as he worshipped, wondering 

about the story behind his use of that rosary. 

 

The liturgy continued with the priest and the faithful offering the Sanctus response in 

unison voice singing “holy, holy, holy” unto the Lord.  Thus began the sacred procession 

of the community, hands outstretched to receive the bread and the wine – Christ 

incarnate – on this day, in this place. The man held the rosary in his hand as he returned 

to his seat, his face full of love and joy. “And our eyes at last shall see Him, through his 

own redeeming love…” (from last line of carol “Once in Royal David’s City”). 

 

Without realizing it, I had become unimpressed with the presence of God in our midst 

and immune to seeing the face of Christ in a different form, in a different place, in a 

different way.  But my vision was changed in that church by beholding him, this middle-

aged man with a set of rosary beads whose purity of faith rekindled my own.  There was 

beauty in this glimpse of glory divine and a reminder that God’s world is so much larger 

than our own. 

 

As we wait this Advent season, may our minds be open to the promise of Christ’s coming 

so that “our eyes at last shall see Him, through his own redeeming love”. May our hearts 

embrace the truth that when love divine breaks into the world of our lives, its light 

reveals God’s face anew. 

 

In faith, 

Jacqui 
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Advent 

In this season     
we restlessly wait    
in the hope  
of healing still to come for all creation. 
 
The end of one year 
gives way  
to the beginning of another 
in the expectation 
of Love already come. 
 
The Word made flesh,  
in shattered veil of earth and time 
a humble birth of royal paradox. 
 
Now comes again  
to enter in ð 
redeeming love, eternal light 
born in the shadows of lifeõs hours 
and the worldõs pain. 

 
                       jcv, 2012 
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 COMMUNITY 

 

Men’s Ministry  

The Men’s Ministry will be holding its monthly 

pancake and sausage breakfast on Saturday,  

December 8th at 9:00 a.m.  Our brothers from 

the Market Street Mission will be joining us, who 

bring a spirit of joy and celebration to our songs 

of praise, and to our study.   

 

Copy Cats—Retired Ladies 

 

Our December meeting will be on Tuesday, 

December 11th, at 12:00 noon at Il Villagio 

Restaurant in Parsippany.   Please call Terry 

Haas at 973-267-0420 if you would like to 

attend. 

 
 

 

The December gathering of 

the Memory Cafe will be on 

Thursday, December 13th, 

from   2-4 p.m.    

The Cafe is for those who are 

living with mild to moderate 

cognitive impairment such as Alzheimer’s disease 

and their care partner.  It’s time for fun and 

fellowship.  This outreach is open to anyone in the 

community.  Please spread the word of our 

mission! 

I am also looking for a volunteer to assist me each 

month.  If you are or someone you know would be 

interested to help us for a few hours a month, 

please let me or Pastor Jacqui know.  Thank you! 

MEMORY CAFE 

 

THANK YOU! to all who participated to the Salvation 

Army Angel Tree gift collection.  If you have not already 

done so, please bring your unwrapped gifts, with 

original tag attached, to 

the church office by 

Sunday, Dec. 9th 

 

MISSIONS 

Save the Date!!! We once again will be hosting the Morris Club Dinner on Tuesday, 

December 11th at 6:30 p.m.  This will be pot luck and we need LOTS of food to feed 

a lot of people.  This is always a great night of food, fun and fellowship!  We also, 

need cookies to fill goody bags for our guests to take home that night.   Christmas 

carols will be sung and other “Reindeer Games”!  For further info contact Ginny 

Fisher-(973)229-4145. 

Ginny Fisher 

MORRIS CLUB DINNER 

 

If you enjoy visiting and chatting, you’re a 

natural for bringing flowers or meals to our shut 

ins.  They always have a lot to share and your 

help would be a blessing to them. Let Russ 

Hitchcock (russhitchcock@yahoo.com) know if 

this is something you can do occasionally. 

  

NURTURE MINISTRY 
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Happy December Birthday to:                      

Hill, Debbie   12/1                        

Van Orden, Matthew  12/1                      

Drown, Brian   12/4                

Hill, David   12/6                        

Fornaro, Carmine  12/9              

Begley, Kimberly   12/12       

Bushong, Joan   12/13            

Cancilla, Olivia   12/13                          

Pinto, Cindy   12/13                         

North, Joyce   12/14              

Miller, Edward   12/15                

Williams, Kendra   12/16 

 

                                                                              CELEBRATIONS       

MAGIC PENNIES 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM MAGIC PENNIES! 

A few important announcements for the holidays... 

1)  Many thanks to those who purchased grocery store gift cards to 

donate to the Food Basket collection.  We collected over $300! 

Congratulations to Becky Hitchcock - the winner in our drawing 

for a $25 Gift Card. 

2) We have AMAZON gift cards available in denominations of $10, $25, $100 - if 

you're an Amazon shopper, you can help the church by using gift cards to make your purchases. 

3)  We have a great selection of cards in stock for your Christmas shopping list.  And we have a long 

list of retailers' cards that can be ordered and shipped to us very quickly.  BUT we need to have 

any special orders placed by Sunday, Dec. 16 in order to get them to you by Christmas.  Please 

place your orders as early as possible! 

Questions:  Contact Laurie, 972-452-0320 

Martin, Paul   12/18     

Bushong, Charles  12/19 

Otey, Ruth   12/19                

Traflet, Patricia   12/20                   

Eapen, Shaji   12/21                    

Risko, Sara   12/22                    

Arp, Anne   12/23                        

Annuik, Tom   12/24                    

Feeney, Lisa   12/26                  

Carman, Kathleen  12/27                     

Martella, Arthur   12/27                         

Kindberg, Jean   12/29                      

Olson, George   12/29                     

JOYFUL NOISE 

How quickly the fall has flown by.  It has been a wonderful season, and now as we 

approach December, we look forward to Advent and Christmas with joy and 

anticipation! 

Little voices practicing Celebration songs once again fill the hallways.  Little hands 

are busy making gifts, while children and teachers talk about what kind of gift they 

could give to the baby Jesus.  This year our Christmas Celebrations are on 

December 5th and 6th.   We hope you will take time from your own busy 

schedules and join us for this wonderful tradition, at 6:00 or 7:00 on Wednesday or Thursday night. 

We wish all of our church family a blessed Christmas and thank you for your prayers and support.  

Registration for next year begins in January;  please tell your friends and neighbors!  

Jane Whitehead and the Joyful Noise Staff 
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CALENDAR of CHRISTMAS EVENTS at PCMP  

There are so many happenings planned at our Church this Holiday Season!  Please mark your calendars and plan to 

join us for any and all that interest you.  There’s something for everyone and ALL are welcome. 

WHEN? WHAT? WHERE? MORE…. 

Ongoing through  

Sunday,  

December 9 

Salvation Army Angel Tree 

Gift Collection 

PCMP – (see Missions 

bulletin board in main 

hallway) 

Adopt an “Angel” and shop for gifts to brighten           

Christmas for a local child in need.  Bring the          

unwrapped gifts to the church by 12/9. 

Wednesday &  

Thursday 

December 5 & 6,  

6:00 pm 

Joyful Noise Celebrations Our Sanctuary Let’s all make a Joyful Noise as our nursery school 

classes celebrate the reason for the season!  Come 

out and support this wonderful mission of our church! 

Saturday, 

December 8,   

9:00 am 

Men’s Breakfast Fellowship Hall &                

Sanctuary 

All men are welcome to come cook, eat, support and 

enjoy fellowship with our guests from the Market 

Street Mission 

Sunday,  

December 9,   

9:30 am 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

Youth Sunday – Advent 

Craft and Brunch 

Sanctuary and                     

Westminster Hall 

The Youth of our Church will lead us in worship.  Stay 

afterward for a church family brunch – make an            

ornament to decorate the tree in Westminster Hall 

Tuesday,  

December 11,  

6:30 pm 

Morris Club Potluck Din-

ner & Carols 

Westminster Hall Bring a dish to share with our Morris Club guests.  

Dinner will be followed by caroling and fellowship. 

Wednesday,  

December 12, 

7:00 pm 

Morris Plains Community 

Band Christmas Concert 

Our Sanctuary Come enjoy the sounds of the holiday season –           

culminating with the singing of the Hallelujah Chorus. 

Saturday,  

December 15 

am & pm 

Walsh Memorial Bell 

Choir Citrus Fruit Delivery 

PCMP Extra fruit may be available for purchase – stay tuned 

– it makes great gifts! 

Sunday,  

December 16,  

6:00 pm 

PCMP Christmas Concert Our Sanctuary Enjoy an evening of beautiful Christmas Music           

provided by our Choirs & Bell Choirs 

Tuesday, December 

18 & Wednesday,  

December 19  

6:30 to 8:30 pm 

Time for Reflection Our Sanctuary Come enjoy the beautiful, peaceful setting of the 

Sanctuary adorned for Advent.  Take time for yourself 

to quietly reflect before Christmas arrives. 

Monday,  

December 24,  

4:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Service Our Sanctuary A “Family-Friendly” Worship for all ages, with Dolce 

Bell Choir and Angel Singers 

Monday,  

December 24,  

8:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Service 

Bell prelude 7:45 pm 

Our Sanctuary Lessons and Carols and candlelight, with Grazio Bell 

Choir 

Monday,  

December 24,  

11:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Service 

Bell prelude 10:45 pm 

Our Sanctuary Candlelight and Communion service, with Walsh Me-

morial Bell Choir 

Sunday,    

January 6,   

10:45 am 

Removal of the Greens Our Sanctuary and Halls The hardest part – “un-decorating”.  But working to-

gether will make it easier, quicker and more JOYful!   

Stay after worship and lend a hand. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Great News! 

Beginning this Sunday December 2, the Crib Room is again open for business!  All children 

under two years old are welcome. 

Stewardship for Kids 

Each Sunday our teachers are making time for offering so if your child does not have offering 

envelopes please have them ask their Sunday School teacher for some.  

Youth-Led Worship 

On Sunday, December 9, the children and youth will lead us in worship. We invite all to join us for a light 

continental brunch in Westminster Hall afterward  - along with craft activities for the children. 

1st SUNDAY FOOD DRIVE 

The first Sunday of the month is Communion Sunday.   As we partake of the bread and the cup, we 

experience the spiritual presence of Christ with us.  Throughout his life, Jesus acted always for the 

benefit of those who were in need and on the margins.  When we are fed by the Lord’s Supper, not 

only is our spirituality nourished (our sense of connection with God), but so is our faith (our beliefs and 

actions that result from that connection).  As a symbol of our deep connection with Christ and a sign 

that we are his hands and hearts at work in the world, we will bring a non-perishable food item to 

worship on the days we celebrate communion.  They can be left in the back of the sanctuary with the 

ushers or brought forward and placed under the communion table.  As God feeds us, we feed our 

neighbors. 

The most needed foods are: dry milk, Parmalat, evaporated milk, calcium fortified milk alternatives 

(soy, rice, almond milk), soups, pasta, canned fruit, canned beans, tuna fish, Rice-a-Roni, Hamburger 

& Tuna Helper, Boost, Ensure, Glucerna, Enfamil, baby food, baby wipes. 

Christmas Eve Worship Services at PCMP will be held at the following 

times.  We hope that you will worship with us at this blessed time of year. 

Monday, December 24th 
 

  4:00 pm A Family-Friendly Candlelight Worship for    

  all ages, with Dolce Bell Choir and our  

  Angel Singers Children’s Choir 

 

  8:00 pm Lessons & Carols and Candlelight, with  

  Prelude by the Grazio Bell Choir  

  Beginning at 7:45 pm 

 

11:00 pm Candlelight & Communion Service with  

  Prelude by the Walsh Memorial Bell Choir 

  beginning at 10:45 pm 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

 TIME FOR REFLECTION 

Come enjoy the beautiful, peaceful setting of our Sanctuary adorned for 

Advent. Take time for yourself to quietly reflect before Christmas arrives.   

Sanctuary will be open for you between 6:30 pm and 8:30 pm on 

Tuesday, December 18th and Wednesday, December 19th 
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MUSICIANS & VOCALISTS 

We are looking for experienced players from High School age all the way through adults to join 

our Praise Band. Any instruments are welcomed but we would love another guitar player and a 

drum set player along with a vocalist.   If you or someone you know has interest, please email 

Christine Penney at c.penney@mppresby.org  

 

Are you looking to  
get involved?!   

 
Come and join the Music Ministry!  

 

Do you love to sing or play a musical             

instrument?  Everyone can worship through music! 

C o n t a c t  C h r i s t i n e  P e n n e y  a t 

c.penney@mppresby.org  

Do you want to get involved with operating the 

sound board and screen projector?    Volunteers 

are always welcome!  Contact the church office.   

 

If you are interested in getting involved with the 

Handbell Choir opportunities are available for all!  

C o n t a c t  K a t h y  O p s a s n i c k  a t 

katharine.opsasnick@gmail.com or Carl 

HANDBELL  OPPORTUNITIES 

The Walsh Memorial Bell Choir Program welcomes all 

children second grade and above and any adults who 

would like to participate in the music ministry of 

handbells.  The Bell Choir Program includes several 

handbell choirs, with ringers generally grouped by age 

and experience. To become a ringer it is not necessary to 

currently be a part of our church family or to have 

previous handbell or music experience.  

Handbell choirs rehearse each week and take part 

regularly in worship services.  They also have 

opportunities to play outside the church, including 

extending their musical ministry in the local community 

and participating in events with other handbell choirs.  

If you are interested in ringing, have questions about the 

handbell program, or would like to suggest other potential 

ringers, please contact Kathy Opsasnick, (973-

627-6425), katharine.opsasnick@gmail.com), or 

Car l  Loutzenheiser ,  (973 -267-1258, 

carl.bells@mppresby.org). 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

 

     FRESH FRUIT SALE 
 

The Walsh Memorial Bell Choir Program would like to thank all 

those who helped support their fruit sale.  The fruit will be delivered 

on Saturday, December 15.  Extra fruit was ordered and some may 

still be available. If you are interested in fresh, delicious fruit for 

yourself, as a gift, or to donate to a local charity, please contact 

Carl Loutzenheiser,(973) 267-1258, carl.bells@mppresby.org or 

come to the church after 10:00 a.m. on December 15. 

   

     WALSH MEMORIAL BELL CHOIR TOUR — 2019 

 

    The Walsh choir will be touring Switzerland in early  
    July. If  you have contacts in Switzerland that may be  
    able to help us in planning the tour, please contact  
    Deb Rossetti @  debrossetti@gmail.com.  

BELL CHOIR NEWS 

mailto:katharine.opsasnick@gmail.com
mailto:carl.bells@mppresby.org
mailto:carl.bells@mppresby.org
mailto:debrossetti@gmail.com
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WALSH MEMORIAL BELL CHOIR PROGRAM 

The Presbyterian Church of  Morris Plains  

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS  
The Walsh Memorial Bell Choir Program is pleased  
  to have the following opportunities to musically 
proclaim the good news of the Christmas season:   

 
Friday, November 30, at 8:00 p.m., the Grazio Bell Choir will ring for the 
Community Nativity Exhibit at the Mormon Church, 283 James Street, Morristown. 

 

Sunday, December 2, at 2:00 p.m., the Walsh Memorial Bell Choir will ring for the 
Community Nativity Exhibit at the Mormon Church, 283 James Street, Morristown. 
 

Monday, December 10, at 7:00 p.m., the Grazio Bell Choir will ring at St. Francis 
Residential Community in Denville. 

 

Wednesday, December 12, at 7:00 p.m., the Walsh Memorial Bell Choir will ring at 
Fox Hills at Rockaway, NJ. 

 

Sunday, December 16, at 6:00 p.m., the Quartet, Grazio, Alumni and Walsh 
Memorial Bell Choirs will participate in the Christmas Concert in our sanctuary. 
 

Monday, December 17, at 7:00 p.m., the Grazio Bell Choir will ring at Arbor 
Terrace in Morris Plains. 
 

Thursday, December 20, at 7:30 p.m., the Walsh Memorial Bell Choir will ring at 
The Oaks at Denville (formerly Franciscan Oaks). 
 

Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve worship services in our sanctuary will 
include the Dolce Bell Choir at 4:00 p.m., the Grazio Bell Choir at 7:45 p.m. and 
the Quartet and Walsh Memorial Bell Choir at 10:45 p.m. 

 
You are invited to attend any of these events, which are free and open to the public, to 
enjoy the music of the Bell Choirs.  For further information contact Carl Loutzenheiser at 
(973) 267-1258, carl.bells@mppresby.org. 

 

POINSETTIAS - On Sunday, December 23rd, and on Christmas Eve, the sanctuary 

will be decorated with poinsettias.  If you would like to remember your loved ones 

by donating a poinsettia, please sign up in the church office no later than Monday, 

December 17th.  The cost for a poinsettia is $14.  Please indicate if you would like 

to take your poinsettia after the 11 p.m. Christmas Eve service.  All remaining 

poinsettias will be delivered to shut-ins.  The names of those being remembered 

will be listed in the bulletin on December 23rd. 

 

POINSETTIAS 
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TO:  

EVERYONE is welcome here to worship the Lord!  

Sunday Worship at 9:30 AM, Coffee & Fellowship at 10:30 AM  

The  

Presbyterian Church  

of Morris Plains  

400 Speedwell Avenue Phone: 973-539-3481 

Morris Plains, NJ  07950 Fax: 973-539-1225 

Web: mppresby.org 

 

THE ELDERS OF PCMP—THE SESSION  

Elders Email Address Ministry 

Susan Vigilante-Williams swvigilante@gmail.com Clerk of Session 

Mike Burke mike@burkesrus.com Personnel 

Pamela Dise-Moran pamdisemoran@gmail.com Gathering & Belonging 

Ginny Fisher quilts38@gmail.com Missions 

Russ Hitchcock russhitchcock@yahoo.com Nurture 

Alec Jain alecjain@yahoo.com Finance 

Nancy Johnson njnancy@verizon.net Gathering & Belonging 

Kathy McNall kjmcnall@yahoo.com Christian Education 

Elissa Minor elissa3@optonline.net At-Large 

Bill Nunn hunternunn@aol.com Facilities 

Dave Rossetti daverossetti@gmail.com Communication 

Rich Rubin rhr1@yahoo.com Nominating 

Don Spidell donald_spidell@hotmail.com Stewardship 

Judy Stebbins judynyjets@verizon.net Worship & Music 

Amy Traver amytraver3@gmail.com Joyful Noise 

mailto:swvigilante@gmail.com
mailto:mike@burkesrus.com
mailto:pamdisemoran@gmail.com
mailto:russhitchcock@yahoo.com
mailto:alecjain@yahoo.com
mailto:njnancy@verizon.net
mailto:kjmcnall@yahoo.com
mailto:elissa3@optonline.net
mailto:hunternunn@aol.com
mailto:daverossetti@gmail.com
mailto:rhr1@yahoo.com
mailto:donald_spidell@hotmail.com
mailto:judynyjets@verizon.net
mailto:amytraver3@gmail.com

